
 

 
 

 
 

 

June safety campaign 
Young drivers 
4 June to 15 July 2018 
 

RESOURCES 

1. Article  
Publish in IRSA-SW member newsletters, websites and similar. 
Driving is risky business for young people 

Around 142 P-plates are issued every day in Western Australia, equating more than 
50,000 every year. 

Whether you’re a novice driver yourself, a parent of a teen in the early years of their 
driving career, or just sharing the road, being aware of the risks young drivers face is 
something we can all relate to. 

Young people are overrepresented in almost every road safety statistic. 

Of all hospitalisations of young Australians, almost half are drivers involved in a road 
traffic crash and another quarter are passengers. 20 per cent of all people killed or 
seriously injured on WA roads are aged 17-24. 

Across Australia, the biggest killer of young drivers is speeding and around 80 per cent 
of those killed are male. 

Compared to more experienced drivers, P-platers are three times more likely to be 
injured in a crash if they have been drinking.   

While inexperience is considered the primary reason, intentional and unintentional risk 
taking also plays a role. 

Excessive speeding, driving too close, using a mobile phone while driving, violating 
traffic rules and driving at night are among risky behaviours that are more common 
among young drivers. 

Knowing a behaviour was risky did not stop some young drivers from engaging in that 
behaviour. A common problem for some young people is their inability to evaluate the 
potential risks and consequences of everyday behaviour.  

Young drivers can be over-confident about their driving ability and underestimate the 
dangers on the road. 

Just as important as encouraging safe road use, is encouraging young drivers to 
consider cars that are not only safe for the driver, but for other road users as well. 



 

If buying a car, check its safety rating on the ANCAP website or app. Cars with a five 
star rating provide much better protection in the event of a crash, compared to those 
with a lower star rating. 

For more information, head to www.industryroadsafety.com.au. 
 

2. Workplace resources 
Distribute to IRSA-SW member workforces electronically or in hardcopy. 

Fast Facts 

 

Toolbox Talk 

 
Car maintenance post cards 

 

 

3. Snippets  
Deliver to IRSA-SW member workforce pre-start meetings or similar. Publish on IRSA-SW 
member Facebook pages and similar. 

Week 1: 4-10 June 

142 P-plates are issued every day in WA - that's 
52,000 every year! 

Whether you’re a novice driver yourself, a parent 
of a teen in the early years of their driving career, 
or just sharing the road, being aware of young 
drivers is something that relates to all of us. 

20 per cent of all people killed or seriously injured 
on WA roads are aged 17-24. 

Of all hospitalisations of young Australians, 
almost half are drivers involved in a road traffic 
crash and another quarter are passengers. 

 



 

Week 2: 11-17 June 

While inexperience is considered the primary 
reason why young drivers are over-represented in 
road crashes, intentional and unintentional risk 
taking also plays a role. 

Excessive speeding, driving too close, using a 
mobile phone while driving, violating traffic rules 
and driving at night are among risky behaviours 
that are more common among young drivers. 

Knowing a behaviour was risky did not stop some 
young drivers from engaging in that behaviour 

 

Week 3: 18-24 June 

Compared to more experienced drivers, P-platers 
are 3 times more likely to be injured in a crash if 
they have been drinking.   

Drivers in their 20s have at least 5 times the risk 
of crashing compared to drivers in their 30s for all 
alcohol levels. 

As an L or P-plater, you are not allowed to have 
any alcohol in your system. 

Driving instructors, including professionals and 
parents, must not have a blood alcohol content of 
or above 0.05. 

 

Week 4: 25 June – 1 July 

While inexperience is considered the primary 
reason why young drivers are over-represented in 
road crashes, intentional and unintentional risk 
taking also plays a role. 

Across Australia, the biggest killer of young 
drivers is speeding and around 80 per cent of 
those killed are male. 

One-third of all speeding drivers and rider in fatal 
crashes are males aged 17–25; 6 per cent are 
females aged 17–25. 

 

Week 5: 2-8 July 

Risk-taking in adolescence is not only normal; it is 
an essential part of learning and personal 
development.   

Every healthy adolescent takes risks as he or she 
grows towards independence. Most researchers 
agree that if there is no risk there is no growth.  

 A common problem for some young people is 
their inability to evaluate the potential risks and 
consequences of everyday behaviour.  

Young drivers can be over-confident about their 
driving ability and underestimate the dangers on 
the road. 

 



 

Week 6: 9-15 July 

You've passed your driver's test, you've got your 
licence and now it’s time to purchase your first 
car. There are a few things you need to consider 
before you get behind the wheel. 

If you’re buying a new car, check its safety rating 
on the ANCAP website. Cars with a 5 star rating 
provide much better protection in the event of a 
crash, compared to those with a lower star rating. 

For some novice drivers, a second-hand car is a 
more viable way of getting on the road. The Used 
Car Safety Ratings Guide lists ‘Safe Picks’ that 
are not only safe for you, but safe for other road 
users as well. 

 

 

4. Videos 
To be shared on IRSA-SW and member Facebook pages, or played to member workforces. 

  
A short video with fast facts on the risks of driving for 
young people (1min 15 sec) 

Surrey County Council  short video warning about 
the dangers of peer pressure (1.5 mins) 

  
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety video on the 
rite of passage for teenage drivers (20mins) 

Trailer for Young Drivers: The High Risk Years by 
IIHS (3 mins) 

 

5. Roadside billboards  
Displayed on the eight IRSA-SW roadside billboards 
throughout the IRSA-SW area.  

To be changed over 27 May to 1 June. 

 

 



 

 

6. Other resources 
ABC News infographic on road 
deaths since 1989 presented in 
an innovative way. 

To be shared as a link for desk-
based employees, or on social 
media platforms. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/
2018-01-25/every-road-death-
in-australia-since-
1989/9353794 

 
 




